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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates in general to the field of information handling 
system cable management, and more particularly to a system and method for 
10 managing information handling system adjustable cables. 

Description of the Related Art 

As the value and use of information continues to increase, individuals and 
businesses seek additional ways to process and store information. One option 
available to users is information handling systems. An information handling system 

15 generally processes, compiles, stores, and/or communicates information or data for 
business, personal, or other purposes thereby allowing users to take advantage of the 
value of the information. Because technology and information handling needs and 
requirements vary between different users or applications, information handling 
systems may also vary regarding what information is handled, how the information is 

20 handled, how much information is processed, stored, or communicated, and how 
quickly and efficiently the information may be processed, stored, or communicated. 
The variations in information handling systems allow for information handling 
systems to be general or configured for a specific user or specific use such as financial 
transaction processing, airline reservations, enterprise data storage, or global 

25 communications. In addition, information handling systems may include a variety of 
hardware and software components that may be configured to process, store, and 
communicate information and may include one or more computer systems, data 
storage systems, and networking systems. 
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Information handling systems often interact with each other and one or more 
external peripherals to display, print, communicate or otherwise process information. 
For instance, displays, speakers, printers, scanner and network cables typically extend 
from an information handling system to each respective peripheral to communicate 
5 information and in some cases power from the information handling system to each 
peripheral. Often, peripherals and their cables are positioned during set up of the 
information handling systems to remain in relatively permanent relation to each other, 
generally by fixing the cables in position with clamps. In large part, the relatively 
fixed position of peripherals and cables has resulted from the bulkiness and weight of 

10 information handling systems and peripherals, which has restricted the practicality of 
rearrangement of a set-up system. As an example, conventional cathode ray tube 
(CRT) displays generally have such large footprints and weights that movement of a 
CRT display in a desktop environment is not practical. This has become increasingly 
true as consumers have moved towards larger CRT displays having greater display 

15 space. 

Recently, as the power of information handling system components has 
increased and their sized decreased, information handling system manufacturers have 
strived to reduce the size of installed systems and thus improve consumer flexibility 
in arranging a system. One innovation that has helped to reduce the footprint of 

20 installed information handling systems is the use of flat panel displays instead of CRT 
displays. Flat panel displays use liquid crystal display (LCD) or plasma pixels to 
display information instead of phosphors pixels used by CRT displays and thus do not 
require an electron gun to illuminate the pixels. As a result, flat panel displays have 
considerably reduced depth and weight when compared with CRT displays. The 

25 reduced bulkiness and weight of flat panel displays allows information handling 

system users to more easily adjust the position of a display on a desktop. In addition, 
flat panel displays are often mounted on a stand that allows rotation of the display, 
both vertically and horizontally, and adjustment of the height of the display area 
relative to the desktop. Thus, for instance, a user may rotate a panel by ninety degrees 

30 to present pages with enhanced size using the lengthiest portion of the display. 

However, one difficulty that often arises with movement of a flat panel display is that 
the cables running from the information handling system to the flat panel display tend 
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to bind or bunch to either restrict movement of the display or require a user to move 
the display with two hands. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore a need has arisen for a system and method which manages an 
5 information handling system peripheral's cables to support convenient movement of 
the information handling system peripheral, such as movement of a flat panel display 
in a desktop environment. 

In accordance with the present invention, a system and method are provided 
which substantially reduce the disadvantages and problems associated with previous 

10 methods and systems for information handling system peripheral cable management. 
A ring disposed proximate to a stand that supports a peripheral aligns to guide cables 
between the peripheral and an information handling system. The inner circumference 
of the ring is sized to allow movement of the cable without substantial restriction so 
that forces applied to the cable by movement of the peripheral move the cable without 

1 5 binding or bunching. 

More specifically, a flat panel display couples to an adjustable support that 
allows a user to move the flat panel display to a selectable view position, such as 
adjustable height, adjustable viewing angle or a portrait/landscape view. A cable clip 
guide couples to the stand to direct in a desired direction the cables running between 

20 the flat panel display and an information handling system, such as video, audio and 
power cables. The cable clip guide has a support arm that couples with the flat panel 
display at one end and a ring at the opposite end to provide room for the cables to 
proceed from the support to the ring. The ring has an inner circumference sized to 
allow movement of the cables through the ring in response to movement of the cables 

25 resulting from movement of the flat panel display. A cable access opening between 
the ring inner and outer circumferences is sized to prevent passage of cables but 
increases in size with flexing of the ring to allow passage of the cables for inserting or 
removing cables. For instance, the ring is formed from injection molded plastic that 
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flexes to form an opening of greater size when under pressure and returns to the 
original size when pressure is released. 

The present invention provides a number of important technical advantages. 
One example of an important technical advantage is that an information handling 
5 system peripheral may be conveniently moved about in a desktop environment. For 
instance, movement of a flat panel display is supported with reduced resistance or 
binding of cables that interface the flat panel display with an information handling 
system. In particular, cables are conveniently managed for rotation or height 
adjustment of a flat panel display on a support stand with the need for separate user 
10 manipulation of cables during or after movement of the flat panel display substantially 
reduced or eliminated. Single-handed insertion of cables in the cable clip and single 
handed adjustment of a flat panel display aid system set up in small spaces where, for 
instance, a user may only be able to reach cables at the rear of a flat panel display 
with one hand. 

15 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention may be better understood, and its numerous objects, 
features and advantages made apparent to those skilled in the art by referencing the 
accompanying drawings. The use of the same reference number throughout the 
several figures designates a like or similar element. 

20 Figure 1 depicts a rear view of an information handling system flat panel 

display and stand configured with a cable clip guide; 

Figure 2 depicts a close-up view of the cable clip guide; and 

Figure 3 depicts a front view of a flat panel display having selectable user 
views adjustable in three axes. 

25 DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

A cable clip guide coupled to an information handling system peripheral stand 
manages cables between the information handling system and peripheral to reduce 
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binding or bunching of the cables in the event of movement of the peripheral. For 
purposes of this disclosure, an information handling system may include any 
instrumentality or aggregate of instrumentalities operable to compute, classify, 
process, transmit, receive, retrieve, originate, switch, store, display, manifest, detect, 
5 record, reproduce, handle, or utilize any form of information, intelligence, or data for 
business, scientific, control, or other purposes. For example, an information handling 
system may be a personal computer, a network storage device, or any other suitable 
device and may vary in size, shape, performance, functionality, and price. The 
information handling system may include random access memory (RAM), one or 

10 more processing resources such as a central processing unit (CPU) or hardware or 
software control logic, ROM, and/or other types of nonvolatile memory. Additional 
components of the information handling system may include one or more disk drives, 
one or more network ports for communicating with external devices as well as various 
input and output (I/O) devices, such as a keyboard, a mouse, and a video display. The 

15 information handling system may also include one or more buses operable to transmit 
communications between the various hardware components. 

Referring now to Figure 1, an information handling system peripheral cable 
management system is depicted configured to manage cables between an information 
handling system 10 and a flat panel display 12. Information handling system 10 

20 includes processing components, such as a CPU, video card and audio card, which 
generate information for presentation at flat panel display 12. Video information is 
communicated from information handling system 10 to flat panel display 12 through a 
video cable 14 for presentation at a display screen. Audio information is 
communicated from information handling system 10 to flat panel display 12 through 

25 an audio cable 16 for presentation at integrated speakers. A power cable 18 provides 
power from information handling system 10 to power flat panel display 12. 

Flat panel display 12 is supported in a viewing position by a support stand that 
is separate from information handling system 10. A support stand base 20 rests on a 
flat surface, such as a desktop, to provide a stable platform. An adjustable support 
30 member 22 couples to support base 20 at a bottom end and couples to an adjustable 
peripheral support base 24 at a top end. Peripheral support base 24 couples to flat 
panel display 12 to hold flat panel display 12 in a viewing position selected by a user. 
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Support member 22 and peripheral support base 24 cooperate to adjust along a 
vertical axis to raise and lower flat panel display 12, to rotate about the vertical axis to 
change the viewing angle relative to support stand base 20, and to rotate about a 
horizontal axis to change the view between a landscape and portrait view. 

Movement of flat panel display 12, either by adjustment relative to a fixed 
position of support stand 20 or by movement of the entire stand, introduces forces to 
the cables that interface flat panel display 12 to information handling system 10, such 
as video cable 14, audio cable 16 and power cable 18. A cable clip guide 26 manages 
the forces applied to the cables by movement of flat panel display 12 in order to 
prevent binding or bunching of the cables. Cable clip guide 26 couples to support 
member 22 near the bottom end to guide the cables without restricting motion of the 
cables through a guide area. Cable clip guide 26 extends perpendicularly from 
support member 22 to provide room for the cables and maintains the guide area in 
substantially parallel alignment with support member 22 to direct the cables outward 
from the support stand. 

Referring now to Figure 2, an upper perspective view of cable clip guide 26 
depicts a close-up view of the guide area that manages cable motion. Cable clip guide 
26 has a ring 28 that guides the cables, a support arm 30 that supports ring 28 in a 
guide position, and a coupling device 32 that couples support arm 30 to a flat panel 
20 display support stand. Ring 28 has an inner circumference 34 that is sized to retain 
cables without restricting the lateral movement of the cables within ring 28. A cable 
access opening 36 is formed between inner circumference 34 and an outer 
circumference 38 to manage entry and exit of cables from ring 28. Cable access 
opening 36 is sized smaller than any individual cable in order to restrict passage of 
25 cables between the inner and outer circumferences, however, ring 28 is fabricated 
from a flexible material so that flexing of ring 28 increases the size of cable access 
opening 36 to selectively allow passage of cables. For instance, ring 28, support arm 
30 and coupling device 32 are formed from a single piece of injection molded plastic 
having resilience adapted to allow flexing for adjusting the size of cable access 
30 opening 36. Coupling device 32 is depicted as a clip that flexes to engage an opening 
in a support stand. Coupling device 32 couples support arm 30 in a fixed position or, 
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alternatively, allows some degree of rotation of support arm 30 to adjust the position 
of ring 28 rotationally in response to cable forces. 

Referring now to Figure 3, a front view of flat panel display 12 depicts a 
display screen area 40 for presenting video information and speakers 42 for presenting 
5 audio information. Flat panel display 12 adjusts along several axes to offer a user a 
selected of adjustable viewing positions of display screen 40. Adjustment along each 
axis introduces force to the cables that interface flat panel display 12 with an 
information handling system with the force managed by cable clip guide 26. 
Adjustment along a vertical axis by adjusting the height of support member 22, as 

10 depicted by arrow 44, raises and lowers the height of flat panel display 12 relative to 
support stand base 20. Support member 22 adjusts vertically by telescoping a 
movable upper portion from a fixed lower portion. In the depicted embodiment, cable 
clip guide 26 couples to the fixed lower portion of support member 22 although, in 
alternative embodiments, cable clip guide 26 may couple to movable portions of the 

15 stand. Rotation about the vertical axis as depicted by arrow 46 changes the angle of 
view presented to a user relative to support stand base 20. Rotation about a horizontal 
axis, as depicted by arrow 48, changes the orientation of information depicted by 
display screen 40 between a landscape view and a portrait view. 

Although the present invention has been described in detail, it should be 
20 understood that various changes, substitutions and alterations can be made hereto 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the 
appended claims. 
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